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A NORTHAMPTON STREET 



MICHAEL BURKE'S PLACE 



PRIZE GARDEN COMPETITION 

BY H. D. HEMENWAY ! 

Secretary of the People's Institute 



^T^HE Carnegie Flower Garden Compe- 
I tition, connected with the People's 
Institute of Northampton, Mass., has just 
celebrated its tenth anniversary by award- 
ing over $185 in prizes for the best 
planned and kept places for the current 
year. 

Ten years ago the Competition was 
started by Mr. George W. Cable, Presi- 
dent of the Home-Culture Clubs, now the 
People's Institute, with only a score of 
competitors. The interest in the Competi- 
tion and in its wonderful results has grown 
until there are at present nearly 900 homes 
competing for the prizes offered each year. 

The work has grown so that the city is 
divided into seven different districts, and 
in order to distribute the prizes more even- 
ly each district receives three prizes. The 
amazing numerical growth of the Compe- 
tition shows the enthusiasm of the compet- 
itors and the general interest throughout 
the city ; but this awakened interest, won- 
derful as it may seem, is overshadowed by 
the astonishing results accomplished dur- 
ing the past ten years. 

Many garden competitors started in the 
Competition with their lawns merely 
grassless yards, or a waste of sand and 
weeds. Now in place of these unsightly 
yards we have beautiful, well-kept lawns 
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and appropriately planted shrubbery. 
This was done not only by persons who 
were well to do but by persons working in 
mills who are simply tenants of the places 
in which they live. 

A remarkable example of the wonderful 
results accomplished is that shown in the 
place of Michael Burke, who is a dyer in 
the silk mill. Ten years ago when the 
committee first saw him in his front yard 
he had in the middle of his front lawn a 
bed of seven red geraniums, and back of 
his house was a sand bank where teams 
used to drive in to get loads of sand. His 
shopmates said that Mike couldn't grow 
cabbages. He became interested in the 
Flower Garden Competition and imme- 
diately began work on his grounds at which 
he continued and is still working, improv- 
ing them every year and almost every day. 
Mr. Burke now rises nearly every morn- 
ing at 4 o'clock and works on his place 
until it is time to go to the mill. His 
health has improved and a glance at the 
picture will show some of the wonderful 
results accomplished. Nor is Mr. Burke's 
yard filled simply with beds of annual 
flowers which are pretty for a month or 
two in the year, but is planted with hardy 
shrubs in a layout which would do credit 
to a landscape architect, with annual flow- 




WALTER COLE'S PLACE 



ANOTHER PRIZE WINNER 



ers sprinkled among the shrubs to give 
color. Michael Burke has now taken the 
highest prizes in this Flower Garden Com- 
petition, but he still keeps at his work and 
is continually improving, and has already 
begun constructive plans for improving 
the layout for another year. 

Another marked example is that of 
Walter Cole, a mail carrier, on Pleasant 
Street, in another section of the city. A 
glance at the picture of his place shows 
the wonderful results he has accomplished. 
When he began in the Competition seven 
years ago there was nothing but one peony 
near the fence and a climbing rose-bush 
next the house. His enthusiastic efforts are 
better realized when one considers that his 
beautifully kept and well planned drive 
is nearly 300 feet long and is not only used 
by express teams which occupy his barn, 
but is used by all of the city teams con- 
nected with the Water Works, as the Wa- 
ter Works supply-house is situated back of 
Mr. Cole's barn. 

These two examples, situated in differ- 
ent sections of the city, are good illustra- 
tions of the work accomplished by the 
Flower Garden Competition. The work 
is always contagious. As one man im- 
proves his place the whole surrounding 
neighborhood begins to take on a cleaner 
aspect until there are now beautifully kept 
and well-planted lawns where a few years 
ago nearly the entire street was bordered 
by grassless yards. The improvement of 
the property, the general civic betterment, 



and the uplift in moral tone is unquestion- 
ably felt. Indeed, the contagion is spread- 
ing throughout the entire city, which is 
fast becoming a city of gardens and well- 
kept homes. 



To those instituting similar competi- 
tions, the following statement, appended 
to the rules of the garden contest of 
Northampton, under the caption, "To Get 
Higher Marks," will be of interest. — The 
Editor. 

"In marking, the whole place is con- 
sidered the garden. It is marked on three 
points : First, the layout or ground plan 
of the place. Second, the harmony of its 
arrangements both as to color of blooms, 
and size and form of trees, shrubs, and 
plants ; and third, as to the order and neat- 
ness of everything. Keep your lawn thor- 
oughly weeded. Mow the grass as often 
as the mower will cut it. In laying out 
your plantings as a rule avoid straight 
lines and sharp angles. Plant all the flow- 
ers you wish, but plant shrubs at their 
back to give you more pleasant and lasting 
effects while the annuals are out of season 
as well as when they are in bloom. Try 
to plant so as to make the whole place one 
single picture of a home with the house 
its chief feature and the outside boundary 
line its frame. The place needs to be 
planted on all of its boundaries and left 
open in the middle. Have a nine months' 
instead of a three months' garden." 



